2326 230th Street
Ames, IA 50014
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Save Big in October!
2017-2018 CUSTOMER DISCOUNTS
CASH DISCOUNT
October
November
December
January
February
March
April

8%
6%
5%
4%
3%
2%
1%

EARLY ORDER DISCOUNT
October - November
Alfalfa & Corn
$3 off per standard unit

To find your local dealer, go to blueriverorgseed.com and select the
Dealer Locator drop-down, or call our main office at 800.370.7979.
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Fall 2017 Silage Harvest
Customer Craig Wedig
Cuba City, WI

Advancing

A Product Line

Blue River Organic Seed has always made supplying organic seed
its primary focus, as it is the core of our business. Even included in
our name is a reflection and promise of this. However, supplying
organic seed is only half of the equation. Our products must also
bring value to our customers. Value can be in the form of extra
yield potential or a special characteristic that meets a specific
need. An example of this is found in one of our flagship products,
PuraMaize. As GMO testing of grain becomes more routine due to
customer demand, PuraMaize will show its true value to you, our
customers. The time is near, and we are ready with new product
releases for 2019 and beyond.

on our laurels and increase our scope of silage product evaluation
and selection criteria processes. We at Blue River Organic Seed
take pride in our quality line of silage hybrids that provide top
performance to our customers. Leafy floury will continue to be
a big part of our silage offerings; however, we will be evaluating
more grain/silage combinations that can offer versatility when
it comes to harvest options for our customers. The new silage
ratings table is located in the new 2017-2018 Product Guide, and
is a result of our renewed commitment. Another example of that
furthered silage commitment is our 33ND10 silage hybrid that we
have just released for the new sales year.

Another flagship product for us has been our leafy silage specific
hybrids. We have challenged ourselves this past year to not rest

continued inside
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Silage testing and evaluation protocols have no value if they do
not equate to on farm results. We will begin using some new
techniques and testing methods within our increased research
efforts. We hope to add what we consider to be an important
new component to our research effort: on-farm feeding trials as
a verification tool to collaborate our new research and screening
protocols. When we get these procedures in place, we will use
the on-farm results as the final step of evaluation prior to a new
silage product commercial release.
As our first step, we are currently looking for customer
volunteers to work directly with Blue River Organic Seed in this
endeavor. If you are selected for the program, you must be able
and willing to supply the following information:
• Average plant moisture of the test hybrid at the time of
silage harvest.
• Ensiled samples of the test hybrid periodically during
the feeding trial.
• Samples of all feed stuffs that make up the feed ration
that are in addition to the ensiled test hybrid.

• Cumulative milking records for a small heard
or individual cows being fed the test hybrid for
approximately a 30 day period.
• Cumulative milking records for a small heard or
individual cows being fed the check hybrid both 30
days prior to and 30 days after the 30 day feeding
of the test hybrid.
• Have the ability to ensile the 10 acres of test
hybrid and the 20 acres of check hybrid separately
in individual silage bags.
• The test hybrids will be conventional untreated and
free to the trial participant. We will provide pre-labeled
sample bags and cover all shipping costs of the
samples- we will also pay for the extra 3 silage bags.
• Blue River will provide all seed needed for this trial
free of charge. Enough for 30 acres or 12 units total.
If you would like to be considered as a participant in this project,
please contact either Scott Ausborn or Stuart Grim at the Ames,
Iowa office at (800) 370-7979. We will be doing one to two
hybrids per participant for the following maturity groups: 76-90,
90-108, and 108-114+.

• The complete ration formula that is being used during
the feeding trial.

Quality Nutrition For Livestock Found in NutriDense Corn Silage Use
For livestock producers, feeding high-quality corn silage is
most important in ensuring improved feed efficiency and
increased profitability for their herd and operation. To be
considered high-quality, this corn silage must meet
certain criteria in such areas as starch, digestibility and
neutral detergent fiber (NDF) levels. NutriDense hybrids
provide enhanced energy, increased amino acids and
a balance of digestibility and rumen function which all
adds up to significantly lower feed costs and greater
profitability for producers. Dairy producers are among
those who can greatly benefit from NutriDense corn
silage. It allows producers to maximize milk production
without pushing the cows beyond their intake capacity.
Compared to other silage hybrids, NutriDense corn has
a higher protein level, reducing overall dependency on
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off-farm feedstuffs. NutriDense silage is designed to enhance
the nutritional value of corn and animal feeding performance,
while also providing you with excellent yields at harvest.

PROVIDING ASSISTANCE
BOTH ON AND OFF THE FARM
INDUSTRY SPOTLIGHT:

In 2016, the Organic Farmers Association (OFA) was formed by
farmers to provide a strong national voice for certified organic
farmers, as well as foster a community of support for organic
farmers and farm organizations. Interest in and the need for
organic agriculture continues to expand to meet the demands of
consumers, creating a pressing need for this initiative. OFA’s mission
is to provide a strong and unified national voice for domestic
certified organic producers. Through OFA, organic farmers and
organizations will have true representation in Washington, D.C. on
the important issues facing the organic farmer community. OFA’s
director, Kate Mendenhall, explained that, “leaders from organic
farm organizations had been meeting for years to address the
growing need for an authentic voice representing organic farmers
in Washington. We asked organic farmers if they wanted a new
initiative to fill this void, and the answer was a resounding yes.
Organic Farmers Association is committed to being this strong
voice for organic farmers, by organic farmers. Our policy positions
will come from the ground up, and we hope to greatly expand our
farmer membership over the next year to bring farmers’ policy
concerns to the new administration and in upcoming farm bill
negotiations.”
In addition to representing organic farmers on the legislative front,
OFA also exists to serve as a resource center for organic farmers
to ensure success for their operation. A farmer listserve, webinars,
several online tools and a subscription to Rodale Institute’s New
Farm magazine, which provides the latest news, research and
farming methods for organic farmers, are just a few of the benefits
members can receive.
Mendenhall is excited about the Rodale Institute’s support for
OFA, “Having the Rodale Institute’s support as our fiscal sponsor
and strong partner only strengthens the power Organic Farmers
Association will have representing organic farmers’ priorities in
D.C. Rodale Institute helped start and grow the organic farmer
movement in the U.S., and it makes sense they are committed to
OFA’s effort to ensure that organic farmers’ priorities are helping
shape the future of the U.S. organic market.”
Rodale Institute is a strong supporter of the OFA initiative by being
both a fiscal sponsor and partner with OFA’s farmer leadership.
This nonprofit is a leading force in organic agriculture research. By
pursuing their mission of improving the health and well-being of the
planet, Rodale Institute provides farmers the tools and knowledge
to increase soil health, crop quality and yields, all while simplifying
the overall farm management. Rodale Institute was founded in
1947 by J.I. Rodale, who wrote on a chalkboard “Healthy Soil =
Healthy Food = Healthy People.” Since then, their vision and focus

to maintain soil health
has only continued to
strengthen. Currently,
their expansive 333acre organic farm
consists of livestock,
grains, vegetable
production, greenhouses, compost, gardens and 1,100 certified
organic apple trees, creating the perfect center for all of Rodale
Institutes research, education and outreach.
Along with the OFA, the Rodale Institute also provides organic
farmers with tools and resources to begin farming organically.
Opportunities such as farmer training, webinars, online courses and
educational materials can all be provided by the Rodale Institute.
From farmers to educators, community members to large
organizations, Rodale Institute and the Organic Farmers Association
is chartered to represent and provide resources for everyone
involved in the organic industry. As the organic Industry continues
to grow, the greater the need for solid representation for all parties
involved will be. The Organic Farmers Association, along with
Rodale Institute, will continue to lead the support.
As Blue River Organic Seed is an Organization member of Organic
Farmers Association, we are able to pass along a discounted
membership to OFA for our customers! You can join as an Organic
Farmer member level (and have a voice on policy issues) or as a
Supporter (and receive other great benefits) for only $75/year at
RodaleInstitute.org/OFADiscount. Learn more about OFA’s efforts
at OrganicFarmersAssociation.org.

HEALTHY SOIL

=

HEALTHY FOOD

=

HEALTHY PEOPLE
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How to Farm Better Organically:

STRATEGIC PLANNING
OF CROP ROTATIONS
MANAGEMENT
UPDATE
The fall season can be a very busy time. From
kids in school to tractors rolling in the field,
it is hard to find any extra time in those busy
schedules. However, marking off some time
during this busy season to take a close look
at your fields can be very valuable in the
decision making for next year’s crops. Take
time to talk with your Blue River Organic Seed
dealer about what you have been seeing
during the growing season and into harvest.
They want to work with you to secure a good
harvest and provide you with the best seed
recommendations.
Fall is also an exciting time at Blue River
Organic Seeds. It is the time of the year that
we launch our new seed products for the
2018 growing season and monitor our seed
production. We continue to commit ourselves
to providing you the highest quality of organic
seed available and have been able to do so
again this year through a focus on testing
and research. Our research team and dealers
work hard to evaluate test plots so we can
in turn provide you with the most accurate
information for making your seed purchasing
decisions. We also recently released our latest
2017-2018 Product Guide to all customers.
The Product Guide contains a collection
of seed product details and additional
information to help you work closely with
your dedicated Blue River Organic Seed
dealer. If you did not receive a copy, please
contact our Ames, Iowa office to request
one. Make sure to take a close look at our
outstanding product discounts also going on
this fall. It is our pleasure to provide you with
quality information, discounts and products.
Stuart Grim, General Manager
Blue River Organic Seeds
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A process required to obtain organic certification, crop rotation is vital to any
farm or field. Crop rotation is used for many reasons: to reduce pests, diseases,
weed pressure, soil erosion, to build organic matter and to support a diverse
soil microbial community. The main goal of crop rotation is to grow the type
and quantity of crops needed to ensure the farm’s profitability while continually
building soil quality for long-term productivity. With countless programs and
options to choose from, farmers not only have the freedom to decide on a
system that fits their needs, but also the responsibility to understand the needs
that come along with the rotation process. Labor, equipment, layout of fields,
logistics of planting, and harvest can all influence how rotations are designed
and executed, while suitability of individual crops, balance between cash and
forage crops, and cultivation and tillage operations should also be taken into
consideration. Listed below are some basic guidelines to help organic farmers
in planning and implementing a crop rotation system on their farms.
BASIC GUIDELINES*
• Deep rooting crops should follow shallow rooting crops
• Alternate between crops with high and low root biomass
• Nitrogen fixing crops (legumes) should alternate with
nitrogen demanding crops
• Wherever possible, catch crops, green manures, and undersowing
techniques should be used to keep the soil covered
• Crops which develop slowly, therefore susceptible
to weeds, should follow weed suppressing crops
• Alternate between leaf and straw crops
• Where a risk of disease or soil borne pest
problem exists, potential host crops should only
occur in the rotation at appropriate time intervals
• Use variety and crop mixtures when possible
• Grow the same annual crop for only one year
• Don’t follow one crop with another closely related species
• Use longer periods of perennial crops on sloping land
• Grow some crops that will leave a significant amount of residue
• Field may be rotated through a fallow to manage a weed or
pest problem
• With larger fields, consider utilizing longer-term, soil-restoring
perennial cover or hay crops into the rotation to correct problems
that have built up during intensive cropping periods
*With different climates, soils and terrain throughout the nation, these guidelines may not be applicable or may
vary depending on location.
Information within this article was sourced from the Crop Rotation on Organic Farms Planning Manual,
published by the Natural Resource, Agriculture and Engineering Service (NRAES) and funded in part by the
Sustainable Agriculture Research & Education (SARE) Program.

REWARDING
YIELDS
MASON FAMILY FARMS

Whitewater, Wisconsin

“We’ve had organic inspectors question our yield
estimates. But those yields are what we’ve come to
expect.” - Christine Mason, Mason Family Farms
It’s a confident statement, but one that Mason Family Farms, of
Whitewater, Wisconsin, stands by saying. It is also a strong indication
of the success they have had with Blue River Organic Seed for over
ten years.

The expected high yields that Christine mentions are accredited to
their focus on creating a soil and field environment that helps the
right seed product grow. This includes quite a bit of soil science.
On the Mason’s fields, they have always incorporated multiple crop
rotations, including incorporating hay into those rotations, and
speak highly of the positive effects it has on the soil environment.
They also use cover crops on fields where able. Over time, creating
the best possible field environment is what helps a quality seed
reach its full potential.

The Mason’s, who are now in their fourth generation of farming,
have been certified organic for 15 years. However, many of their
field practices have been geared towards organic long before
certification. Making up the farming operation is Steve and Christine
Mason, and Steve’s parents, John and Sally Mason. As John, the
third generation of Mason farmers refers to their organic farm, “I was
farming this harder way for years and now we’re back to it, but better
than before.”

Creating that ideal field environment is also part of Steve and
Christine’s role at Standard Process, a whole food nutritional
suppplement company, based in Palmyra, Wisconsin. Christine
serves as the farm operations manager of the company’s organic
farm near Whitewater, and Steve is also the farm supervisor. At both
their family farm and the Standard Process farm, they take careful
consideration into the health of their field and soil conditions to
reach quality yields and products.

The word harder is repeated throughout a recent conversation with
the Mason family; mostly used to describe the differences in farming
organically. But it’s important to know for the Masons, that the word
harder also means rewarding.

When you mix these strong agronomics together with a product like
Blue River Organic Seed, the results are outstanding. Last year, one
of the soybean fields averaged 70 bushels per acre. “We’ve been
extremely happy with our Blue River seed,” says Christine. “Even in
years of short rains, our Blue River seed has remained great due to
its drought tolerance,” Steve adds. The yields they have been able to
achieve continue to not only meet, but exceed, those that they had
experienced previously when farming conventionally. The Blue River
soybean field in the photo above has been farmed organically for
several years, and it is one that the Mason’s are managing this year
for Standard Process.

“It’s more work, and it’s not easy. You have to be committed to the
time it takes to farm organically and still be successful,” Steve Mason
shared. For the Masons, that commitment of time has been strongly
focused on matching quality products and sound agronomics.
Both Steve and Christine have worked in other areas of the
agriculture industry and among many types of farming. That is
much of the reason they can accurately make these comparisons.
Steve, having previously raised dairy on the family farm and worked
for a Wisconsin farm cooperative, and Christine, who has extensive
agronomy experience from multiple angles of the industry as well,
are very open in sharing what they have learned and experienced in
order to be successful organic farmers.

Growing organically takes a focus, some work and great support,
including such from your seed company. Blue River is proud to be
a part of the Mason’s successful family farming traditions. We want
to be a part of yours as well by continuing to fulfill on our promise
of the high-quality organic standards and performance in all of our
seed products.
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Latest in
the Line Up
Three of Blue River’s newly
released seed products.
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ORGANIC

FRAUD
Organic industry forms
anti-fraud task force to
help bolster system

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
THROUGH NRCS
The transition to organic farming can be a tedious process, that of which some of you
have experienced in the past, while others of you are currently experiencing it. Here at
Blue River Organic Seeds, we want our customers to be successful during this process.
We also support any conservation additions that are part of that process. If you are
implementing such actions now, or have the thought to do so in the future, we want
to share with you the resources available to assist in this planning; one of which is The
Organic Initiative through the NRCS/USDA.
The Organic Initiative provides financial assistance to implement a broad set of
conservation practices to assist organic producers in addressing resource concerns,
such as:
• Developing a conservation plan
• Establishing buffer zones
• Planning and installing pollinator habitat
• Improving soil quality and organic matter while minimizing erosion
• Developing a grazing plan and supportive livestock practices
• Improving irrigation efficiency
• Enhancing cropping rotations and nutrient management
To receive this assistance to plan and implement conseration practices, participants in
the program must meet certain requirements such as USDA NOP Organic Certification
and must control of eligible land in agricultural production (including cropland,
rangeland, pastureland, and other farm or ranch lands). Those that are transitioning to
organic production can also receive benefits of the program by agreeing to develop and
work toward implementing an Organic System Plan (OSP).
More program details and application information is available through the NRCS
website, www.nrcs.usda.gov.

In May 2017, The Washington Post published
an article concerning the organic industry.
The issue: fraudulent organic grain. The
newspaper reported that a shipment of
fraudulently labeled “organic” soybeans made
its way from Ukraine to Turkey to California
late last year. Two more similar grain
shipments occurred last year as well, all with
ties to Turkey, which is now one of the largest
exporters of organic products to the United
States (according to Foreign Agricultural
Service statistics). Upon investigation,
it was found that these shipments were
primarily intended to become animal feed
and enter the supply chain of some of the
largest organic food markets. The organic
food industry is expected to grow at a rate
of 14 percent a year for the next three years,
currently contributing to five percent of the
total food market for expenditures. This
demand requires United States producers to
import foreign organic grain for animal feed
due to lack of supply nationally. With the
recent incidents, the integrity of grain imports
remains on the minds of many.
In an effort to stop the incidence of organic
fraud imports in the future, the Organic Trade
Association (OTA) has created a task force
to develop a best-practices guide for the
private sector. The Global Organic Supply
Chain Integrity Task Force will be a group of
diverse industry representatives split up into
subgroups to best divide and focus on the
responsibilities needed to serve and protect.
The Task Force’s mandate will be composed
of three sections - risk assessment, mitigation
measures and an alert system. The OTA will
continually research what best practices need
to be utilized to ensure that no future issues
occur and that the value
of the organic food
supply chain stays
honest and pure
for both our
organic farmers
and consumers.

Information within this article was sourced from
The Washington Post, Agweek, & The Columbian.
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