
vol. 4, Spring 2015

As part of our 10th year celebration
we are dedicating this issue of the Organic Sower to our customers. These are the farmers 
that inspire, challenge, and encourage us with their commitment to organic production 
and the integrity of their products. We salute their hard work and their entrepreneurial 
spirit. We have chosen five farmers to share their stories, but we could have chosen 
your farm and your story just as well. We hope in these short “tellings” you will 
see something of your own experience.
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www.blueriverorgseed.com   800.370.7979

I moved to Humboldt County in 2006 & was able to lease  
180 acres in spring of 2009. The land was ready to be certified 
and since it seemed organic was the future for this area  
I chose to farm it organically. I had grown up on a dairy farm  
in Wisconsin and also had experience doing custom haying 
and farming in northeast California but to be organic looked  
like a challenge. It has been an interesting venture and  
I have learned through lots of mistakes and watching others. 
In conventional farming I was always use to “throwing plenty 
of whatever fertilizer I needed” on the field, but organic 
farming has taught me patience and better management.

My current rotation is corn followed by berseem clover 
followed by alfalfa. All the crops are harvested and delivered 
directly to local dairymen. One of the advantages I have  
as a crop farmer is that I also do custom manure hauling  
for the local dairies making it possible for me to get a decent 
amount of manure on my organic fields at reduced costs.

It has been encouraging to see how land can be built up and 
maintained with good farming practices. My wife & I and  
family are very grateful for God’s blessings on our endeavors. 
The challenges I find in operating my farm are, first of all, 
finding organic inputs that are worth the money. There are  
so many farms in California that are for high dollar crops such 
as produce that I am always searching for more economical 
inputs especially for the corn I grow for silage. The other 
challenge is weeds, namely mustard, which is a challenge  
to keep out of corn.

Kervin Horst
Ferndale, California

Kervin Horst 

“It has been encouraging to see how land can be 
built up and maintained with good farming practices. 
My wife & I and family are very grateful for God’s 
blessings on our endeavors.”     Kervin Horst Ferndale, CA

Humboldt County Ferndale, California

May: Corn Silage, Alfalfa 
Oct-Nov: Berseem, oats, grasses

Average Rainfall

Dryland or Irrigated

Crops

Livestock

49 inches per year

All Irrigated

Corn Silage, Alfalfa, Berseem

No livestock

April 5: Winter crop-5 cuttings  
of alfalfa or berseem 

Oct: Corn Silage
(80-85 day corn takes from May 15 to Oct. 15 to ripen)

Harvest Dates

Planting Dates



Jason Smith
Carlisle, Arkansas

“… when farming organically  
serves you lemons, it’s my  
job to make it into lemonade.”     
Jason Smith Carlisle, AR

My name is Jason Smith, co-owner and current president of 
Lone Pine Enterprises L.L.L.P. Lone Pine was officially started 
in 1972 by the founder Mr. Carl Garrich. Mr. Garrich is currently 
96 and still comes to our office located in Carlisle, Arkansas 
regularly. He is my mentor and one of the few pioneers in the 
organic industry still living today.

The Lone Pine story begins in 1970 when the Erewhon Trading 
Company of Los Angeles, California was looking for farmers to 
grow organic rice. Jim Skarda, a nephew of Carl Garrich, was 
in Los Angeles at that time and recommended his Uncle Carl.

Carl Garrich, having rice farmed with his father from the time 
he was a small boy, knew that originally everyone farmed 
rice on the Arkansas prairie using organic practices. He 
remembered that in the 1920’s and 1930’s a farmer would take 
the manure from the horse stables and cattle barns, which 
collected over the winter months. Then in the spring these 
prairie farmers would spread the manure on their rice fields 
and then work this manure into the soil as a fertilizer for their 
soon to be planted rice crop. Carl knew that the thick clay 
hardpan, approximately 6 to 8 inches under the soil, located 
on much of Arkansas’s prairies, combined with manure 
collected from the livestock over the winter months produced 
a viable rice crop, Mother Nature willing.

In 1971 Carl struck a deal with Paul Hawken to grow 80 acres 
of short grain rice as farmers did decades earlier. Now this 
almost lost art was to be coined “organically grown”. Carl’s  
first crop yielded 130 bushels per acre. In 1972 after the 
second successful organic rice crop was produced and sold  
to Erewhon Trading Company, Carl assigned a name to his 
newly formed company, “Lone Pine.” Named after a solitary 
pine tree that grew between his house and the cattle barn. 
The “Lone Pine” tree is still growing more than 40 years later.

Today Lone Pine is an organic grain farm. Our normal rotation 
is one year rice two years of either soybeans or corn. Our skills 

have been refined from decades of growing and selling  
grains in the organic business.

The number one asset that we have is the farmer. Everyone 
works diligently each year managing our organic crops  
from planting through harvest to produce a quality crop  
(as Mother Nature permits). Over more than 40 years of 
organic production we have formulated a recipe for success.

The biggest challenges, I find, are managing and staying 
ahead of the pitfalls that will occur with an organic  
crop, from the field  
though harvest,  
even drying and 
storing, each year.  
It’s like I say, “when  
farming organically  
serves you lemons, 
it’s my job to make  
it into lemonade.”

Carl Garrich & Jason Smith

Lonoke County Carlisle, Arkansas

March 15: Corn 
April 1: Rice 

May 1 to July 31: Soybeans 
Oct 15: Wheat

Average Rainfall

Dryland or Irrigated

Crops

Livestock

51 inches per year

100% Irrigated

Corn, Rice, Soybeans, Wheat

No livestock

Aug 1: Corn 
Sept 1: Rice 

Oct 1: Soybeans 
June 1: Wheat

Harvest Dates

Planting Dates
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As a result of a farming accident in 1996 and the side effects 
from the treatment to my injuries, we began to consider  
the effects of antibiotics on our livestock and the effects  
of chemicals on our farm ground. The neighboring farmer 
was using organic practices and made it look easy. I thought 
it would be something I could do as well. Actually, the most 
influential reason was the little lady that I married kept 
questioning my conventional farming practices. (She wasn’t 
raised on a farm, and somehow my answers sounded kind  
of hollow even to me.) 

We starting transitioning our dairy to organic in 1997. We 
certified the land as organic in 2001 and in 2003 we started 
shipping our milk to Organic Valley. At this time, I think that 
I would continue to farm organically even if there wasn’t a 
premium for organic milk. My yields are as good as the county 
average, there are more organic farmers in this area, and there 
continue to be more markets for organic production.

My five sons and I operate our dairy farm which has 140 cows. 
Our two oldest sons are partners. We farm 500 acres of land 
and grow all our own feed. About a third of the ground we 
farm is rented. Our land is 2%-12% rolling. It is a silt loam, 
good ground, but needs tiling because of fragipan (dense 
subsurface soil layers that severely restrict water flow and root 
penetration). We have laid tiles about 3’ deep every 40’ across 
our fields which greatly improves the productivity of the farm. 

Neighbors sharing information has helped me learn  
about organic farming. Since we started transitioning to 
organic production when it was new in this area, sometimes 
I learned by finding out what doesn’t work and then trying 
something else.

My wife and children are my greatest asset. They are  
excited about organic farming, they are optimistic about the 
future and have confidence that we will be successful. Their 
willingness to work hard has made our operation a good one.

The biggest challenge we face at this time is the high cost 
of land in our area. In this area there are a number of good 
farmers both conventional and organic. When land does 
become available there is a certain amount of competition  
for the ownership of that property.

Scott Stoller
Sterling, Ohio

“My yields are as good as the 
county average, there are more 
organic farmers in this area, 
and there continue to be more 
markets for organic production.” 
Scott Stoller Sterling, Ohio

Wayne County Sterling, Ohio

April 15 to May 1: Alfalfa & Oats 
May 7, 8, & 9: Soybeans & Corn 
Aug 15: Summer seeding Alfalfa

Average Rainfall

Dryland or Irrigated

Crops

Livestock

40 inches

No irrigation

Alfalfa, Corn, Soybeans,  
Wheat inter-seeded with Red Clover

Dairy Cows

Last week in Sept: Corn Silage 
Last week in Oct: Grain CornHarvest Dates

Planting Dates

Scott & Charlene Stoller Family
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off spring which we direct market locally and also sell through  
Organic Prairie Coop.

We have developed our skill and knowledge as an organic 
farmers by attending the Moses Organic Farming Conference 
and other organic seminars and workshops, asking a lot of 

questions, and lots of trial 
and error on our farm.

Probably our greatest asset is 
being the last farm hidden up 
the valley so our conventional 
neighbors can’t see what we 
are doing. This also protects 
us from chemical drift.

Working with Mother Nature 
has been one of our greatest 
challenges. If it is cold and 
wet in the spring we must 
wait it out. Mudding it in is 
not an option. If it rains for a 
month after planting and we 
can’t cultivate, we can’t just 
call in the sprayer. We learned 
to adjust our attitudes. It isn’t 
a crop failure, it’s a green 
manure or plow down.

“Working with Mother Nature 
has been one of our greatest 
challenges. If it is cold and wet 
in the spring we must wait it out. 
Mudding it in is not an option.” 
Ralph Zerbe & John Jordan Houston, MN

Ralph Zerbe & John Jordan
Houston, Minnesota

We have been farming organically since 1995. We were mainly 
concerned about the fertilizers and herbicides being put on 
our farm and their effect on our health and the environment. 
Our geology is a porous limestone so chemicals applied to  
the surface can easily find a direct route to the water table.  
We also have two point sources of surface water on our farm. 
We are the ones who “live up stream”. 
Eliminating these pollutants pointed 
us in the organic direction. Then it  
became the challenge of how do we 
farm organically in these steep bluff 
lands. Farmers love challenges!

We are a small-scale organic crop and 
beef farm with 110 crop acres and  
35 pasture nestled in the bluff lands 
of the Mississippi River. The fields are 
all in contour strips of mainly alfalfa 
with some corn and barley rotated 
in. We also experiment with different 
cover crops — radishes, turnips, rape,  
peas, oats, buckwheat, clovers, etc. 
Some of our hay crop goes to a local 
organic dairy but we feed most  
of it plus the corn and barley to  
our 20 mixed beef cows and their  

Houston County Houston, Minnesota

Late March to Early May:  
Oats (as early as possible) 

May 15: Corn

Average Rainfall

Dryland or Irrigated

Crops

Livestock
20 black angus 

32+ inches per year

Dry (“unless it’s raining”)

Corn, barley, alfalfa, grass hay,  
and cover crops

shorthorn cross cows,  
their calves, & yearlings

“When it’s dry”: Hay 
Mid Aug: Barley 

Sept: Corn Silage 
Oct: Grain Corn

(Before the deer eat it all. They know it is organic)

Harvest Dates

Planting Dates

John Jordan & Ralph Zerbe
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Our biggest challenge is weeds. We have 6 cultivators with  
4 different configurations which we use depending on the 
crop and the condition of the soil. We use tines set at different 
angles. Another challenge we face is GMO contamination. 
Since we are surrounded by conventional farmers there  
is a significant potential for GMO pollen drift. We time our 
planting dates carefully to avoid our organic crops pollenating 
at the same time as our neighbors.

In 1992, after a cool wet summer, the quality of crops in 
my area was poor. Many farmers had financial concerns. 
Fortunately my neighbor Klaas Martens suggested that  
there might be some opportunity to make increased  
income through the premiums offered with organic grain.  
In 1995 I sold organic food grade soybeans off of 11 acres  
of production. By 2000 all my land was certified organic.  
In my early years of establishing good organic practices,  
I continued to consult with Klaas and other organic farmers. 
We experimented with weed control, plant populations,  
and cropping rotations and shared what we learned with  
each other. Experience was our teacher.

Today I farm just under 1000 acres with my sons Tim and 
Ryan. We have 100 dairy cows at the home farm and 40 cows 
at the secondary farm. We added the dairy cows in 2003 and 
shipped organic milk in 2004. In 2007 we added 40 cows at my 
uncle’s farm. Tim and Ryan joined the farming operation in 
2001 and 2009 after earning college degrees in fields related  

to agriculture. Tim is responsible for herd health and Ryan 
takes care of the heifers and calves. Ryan does the welding 
and repairs and maintains equipment. As a family we probably 
enjoy the cropping part of the operation the most. One of  
the assets we have on this farm is good soil. Our rotation  
is 3 years of alfalfa, followed by corn silage and grain corn, 
then soybeans. If the soybeans are harvested early enough  
we follow with spelt or wheat. If there is a late soybean 
harvest, we plant oats in the spring. 

I am very grateful that Tim and Ryan have wanted to be part of 
the farming operation since they were young. Knowing the farm 
will continue under their leadership after I retire is rewarding. 

Guy Christiansen
Penn Yan, New York

Yates County Penn Yan, New York

Oats: End of April to First of May 
Corn: May 5-22 

Soybean: May 20-30 
Alfalfa: August 10 

Spelt/Wheat: Between Sept 15 and Oct 20

Average Rainfall

Dryland or Irrigated

Crops

Livestock

31 inches per year

Dryland

Alfalfa, Corn, Soybeans, Spelt, Wheat, Oats

Dairy Cows

Alfalfa: End of May, 3-4 cuttings 
Spelt/Wheat: July 

Oats: August  
Corn Silage: Mid Sept 

Grain Corn: Oct 20 – Nov 30 
Soybean: Oct 5-10

Harvest Dates

Planting Dates

“I am very grateful that Tim and 
Ryan have wanted to be part of 
the farming operation since they 
were young. Knowing the farm will 
continue under their leadership  
after I retire is rewarding.”  
Guy Christiansen Penn Yan, Ohio

Tim & Guy Christiansen
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John Daniel Schlabach 
JDS Seeds, Orrville, Ohio
The organic farmers I work with are the best.  
To grow outstanding crops in an organic 
system takes great skill and perseverance.  

I enjoy advising them with their seed and fertility needs and 
helping young farmers in their transition to organic. It is 
rewarding to me to be welcomed back to their farm and  
to be a small part of their success. 

Tim Byom 
Ettrick, Wisconsin
As a Blue River dealer I have the pleasure 
of working with a wide variety of organic 
customers throughout my area. These 

operations are all unique, but yet share a common bond 
in their desire to leave their farms better for succeeding 
generations through sustainable organic farming practices.  
It is truly exciting to see how many young producers there  
are continuing on with these operations or starting new ones 
of their own. I see a real optimism for organic agriculture in 
this group and all those I work with. Thank-you for allowing 
me to be a part of your operations!

Jim Fralick 
Gowanda, New York
I have a positive working relationship with 
my customers based on mutual respect and 
a good understanding of each other. My 

customers rely on me to recommend hybrids for their area, 
and they refer other organic farmers to me. Although I visit 
customers on their farms, they feel comfortable calling me 
with their early orders. Thank you to all the organic farmers  
I serve for your support and loyalty.

We asked some of our dealers to share 
what they most admire about the organic farmers they  
serve. We found their testimonials to be gratifying. As a 
company, we would like to express our sincere appreciation 
for our relationship with the organic farming community.  
Thank you for the privilege of providing seed for your farm.

David Burns 
Lawler Farm Center, Lawler, Iowa
The organic farmers that I am fortunate to  
work with are not afraid to put in the long  
hours of work that organic farming can 

demand. They are open-minded people that are looking for 
new solutions to achieve the results they need. Recently,  
one of my customers purchased an electric “weed zapper” 
used decades ago. This customer is also experimenting with 
a weed plucker. I respect the determination and persistence 
that these farmers demonstrate as they search for solutions  
to the challenges of an organic farming system.

Terry & Kim Mosel 
Page, Nebraska
We like working with our customers because 
they are concerned producers who support 
organic seed production.  Since we also 

farm and ranch organically, we take pleasure in supporting 
other like-minded folks. It is gratifying to see organic farms 
growing as other family members or partners are added to the 
operation.  None of our customers has ever charged us for the 
enjoyment we receive from working with them, so we want to 
say “Thank You” for the privilege of being your seed dealer!

Lynn Martin 
Martin’s Feed and Seed, 
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania
As a Blue River Hybrids seedsman, I enjoy  
the privilege of being able to support local 

organic growers with Blue River products. Not only supplying 
growers with seed needs, but just as important to me is to 
provide support throughout the growing season from planting 
through harvest. Walking fields with growers, diagnosing 
problems such as weed, insect or disease issues, doing stand 
assessments and yield checks are all ways I strive to support 
growers and enable them to be proactive in managing 
and improving their farms. I also appreciate when growers 
provide feedback of successful farming practices they have 
implemented or how a product performed on their farm.  
This invaluable knowledge helps me understand organic 
farming better and also gives me insight of product 
characteristics and better understand product positioning  
so I am more able to make informed recommendations  
for growers’ questions or needs.

Words from Blue River Dealers 
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27087 Timber Road
Kelley, Iowa 50134

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Blue River Hybrids 
salutes your hard 

work and your 
entrepreneurial spirit.


